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Excellent first quarter for mechanical engineering companies 
Confidence positive and realistic given the current general economic environment 

 

The potential signalled at the start of the year carried through in the first quarter with 
excellent enquiry and order balances, according to the Engineering and Machinery 
Alliance’s (EAMA) Business Monitor.  While confidence levels continue to run positive 
they don’t reflect the strength of the business-related numbers. 
 
Martin Walder, EAMA chairman: “The first quarter has been spectacular for some 
sectors.  For example, the March enquiry and order levels were such that over half the 
firms reported gains in both areas for UK and for export.  And on enquiries the share of 
firms recording falls shrank to single digits to produce record results for the Monitor.   
 
“Order level balances were also good, but with between and fifth and a quarter of firms 
reporting orders down, they weren’t as high as the levels for prospective future 
business.  Nonetheless it’s been pleasing to see strong prospecting numbers 
converted into large numbers of firms reporting rises in orders both for UK and for 
export customers. 
 
“Current confidence levels are positive, but they don’t echo the strengths in the 
Monitor’s business numbers.  The current exchange rate helps exporters, but by the 
same token raw material import prices were up 17% in March compared with a year 
ago.  Sterling weakness cuts both ways.  So, perhaps it’s more accurate to say the 
current confidence levels reflect a realistic assessment of future opportunities and 
challenges. 
 
“Looking back over the last three or four years we can see that our members’ 
confidence levels are significantly higher than in 2015 and the first half of 2016, that it’s 
back in 2013/14 that confidence ran as positively or slightly higher for a sustained 
period.   
 
“One of the more recent developments, which we expect will have a positive effect on 
the general business and economic environment will be the way the next administration 
gets on with the task of implementing the government’s industrial strategy, with the key 
aim of raising UK productivity.  This featured prominently in the EAMA response to the 
green paper, with productivity growth to be differentiated from lean strategies.” 

 (ends - data attached) 
Notes to editors: 
1. EAMA’s 14 trade associations represent 2,000  firms: Agricultural Engineers Association, -- British Automation and 

Robot Association – British Compressed Air Society -- British Fluid Power Association -- British Paper Machinery 
Suppliers Association -- British Plastics Federation -- British Turned Part Manufacturers Association – Gambica --
Gauge and Toolmakers Association -- Manufacturing Technologies Association -- Printing Industry Confederation  
-- Processing and Packaging Machinery Association – Solids Handling and Processing Association -- UK Industrial 
Vision Association  

2. There’s no December Monitor as the business period for many firms is only a three-week span.  
3. The Monitor records the proportion of firms in each category, not the number or size of enquiries, orders etc. 
4. The Monitor averages between 80-110 returns each month 
5. Monitor reports for 2010-2011 are available on the EAMA website: www.eama.info   



The Monitor 
1 Prospects/enquiries 
Month UP SAME DOWN UP/DOWN Difference 
 UK Export UK Export UK Export UK Export 
January 2012 33 26 49 55 18 19 +15 +7 
February 43 33 48 56 9 11 +34 +26 
March 42 22 50 68 8 10 +34 +12 
April 33 25 46 51 21 24 +12 +1 
May 33 24 47 43 20 33 +13 -9 
June 25 20 45 54 30 26 -5 -6 
July 24 17 52 52 24 31 0 -14 
August 29 17 41 43 30 40 -1 -23 
September 31 26 45 50 24 24 +7 +2 
October 39 23 45 56 16 21 +23 +2 
November 31 28 42 48 27 24 +4 +4 
January 2013 39 25 43 60 18 15 +21 +10 
February 39 38 41 44 20 18 +19 +20 
March 27 26 56 61 17 13 +10 +13 
April 35 30 46 58 19 12 +16 +18 
May 38 26 45 57 16 17 +22 +9 
June 29 25 55 67 16 8 +13 +17 
July 42 38 44 57 14 5 +28 +33 
August 26 9 45 54 29 37 -3 -28 
September 53 31 36 54 11 15 +42 +16 
October 47 33 41 56 12 11 +35 +21 
November 38 28 51 58 11 13 +27 +15 
January 2014 51 38 39 53 10 9 +41 +29 
February 38 34 53 56 9 10 +29 +24 
March 52 38 36 54 12 8 +40 +30 
April 46 53 44 39 10 8 +36 +45 
May 42 34 41 54 17 12 +25 +22 
June 34 24 52 54 14 22 +20 +2 
July 35 31 50 50 15 19 +20 +12 
August 21 20 50 58 29 22 -8 -2 
September 46 37 43 51 11 12 +35 +25 
October 37 25 47 46 16 29 +21 -4 
November 29 23 53 57 18 20 +9 +3 
January 2015 33 28 40 46 27 27 +6 +2 
February 32 32 52 48 16 20 +16 +12 
March 32 26 47 31 21 43 +11 -17 
April 24 25 52 52 24 23 0 +2 
May 31 28 40 55 29 17 +2 +11 
June 39 29 47 60 14 11 +25 +18 
July 35 33 44 48 21 19 +14 +14 
August 27 15 37 50 36 35 -9 -20 
September 36 22 40 56 24 22 +12 0 
October 28 29 38 45 34 26 -6 +2 
November 36 29 38 41 26 30 +10 -1 
January 2016 41 38 47 45 12 17 +29 +21 
February 32 33 46 49 22 18 +10 +15 
March 30 27 47 60 23 13 +7 +14 
April 45 26 46 65 9 9 +36 +17 
May 29 21 50 61 21 18 +8 +3 
June 31 34 41 43 28 23 +3 +11 
July 21 23 47 55 32 22 -11 +1 
August 30 27 53 51 17 22 +13 +5 
September  41 38 44 46 15 16 +26 +22 
October 41 34 47 52 12 14 +29 +20 
November 41 36 46 55 13 9 +28 +27 
January 2017 46 39 41 50 12 11 +34 +28 
February 44 48 49 45 7 7 +37 +41 
March 58 56 36 42 6 2 +56 +54 

 



2 Order intake 
Month  UP SAME DOWN UP/DOWN Difference 
 UK Export UK Export UK Export UK Export 
January 2012 42 40 34 44 24 16 +18 +24 
February 40 35 35 39 25 26 +15 +9 
March 44 35 35 42 21 23 +23 +12 
April 24 21 43 43 33 36 -9 -15 
May 42 26 37 34 21 40 +21 -14 
June 24 24 24 43 52 33 -28 -9 
July 30 31 39 38 31 31 -1 0 
August 23 10 33 43 44 47 -21 -37 
September 31 29 32 29 38 42 -7 -13 
October 34 15 47 50 19 35 +15 -20 
November 28 35 26 37 47 28 -19 +7 
January 2013 44 30 29 38 27 32 +17 -2 
February 37 35 23 47 40 18 -3 +17 
March 44 37 36 40 20 23 +24 +14 
April 45 33 29 38 26 29 +19 +4 
May 40 25 32 46 28 29 +12 -4 
June 34 35 35 43 31 22 +3 +13 
July 38 33 38 43 24 24 +14 +9 
August 22 22 32 38 46 40 -24 -18 
September 40 28 29 48 31 24 +9 +4 
October 48 30 30 45 22 25 +26 +5 
November 30 26 46 45 24 28 +6 -2 
January 2014 53 40 26 45 21 15 +32 +25 
February 33 35 40 37 27 28 +6 +7 
March 45 38 33 37 22 25 +23 +13 
April 30 39 42 43 28 18 +2 +21 
May 42 26 29 49 29 25 +13 +1 
June 44 30 36 42 20 28 +24 +2 
July 32 32 40 40 28 28 +4 +4 
August 25 9 28 46 48 45 -20 -36 
September 41 39 35 41 24 20 +17 +19 
October 42 30 31 34 27 36 +15 -6 
November 27 26 33 40 40 34 -13 -8 
January 2015 42 30 21 44 37 26 +5 +4 
February 38 35 38 44 24 21 +14 +14 
March 33 37 33 38 34 25 -1 +12 
April 28 32 34 36 38 32 -10 0 
May 35 33 32 33 33 34 +2 -1 
June 45 35 25 41 30 24 +15 +11 
July 43 25 35 51 22 24 +11 +1 
August 20 20 28 36 52 44 -32 -24 
September 45 33 27 35 28 32 +17 +1 
October 36 29 31 44 33 27 +3 +2 
November 33 30 40 35 27 35 +6 -5 
January 2016 52 32 23 32 25 36 +27 -4 
February  31 25 43 48 26 27 +5 -2 
March 39 47 35 35 26 18 +13 +29 
April 34 21 27 47 39 32 -5 -11 
May 31 28 40 44 29 28 +2 0 
June 45 49 30 33 25 18 +20 +31 
July 35 30 27 35 38 35 -3 -5 
August 35 24 35 32 30 44 +5 -20 
September 40 62 31 17 29 21 +11 +41 
October 45 41 28 34 27 25 +18 +16 
November 50 45 26 40 24 15 +26 +30 
January 2017 57 46 19 22 24 32 +28 +14 
February 38 48 34 36 28 16 +10 +32 
March 52 62 25 20 23 18 +29 +44 
 
  



3 Jobs in the UK 
Month UP SAME DOWN UP – DOWN 
January 2012 29 63 8 +21 
February 18 68 14 +4 
March 34 62 4 +30 
April 35 61 4 +31 
May 20 69 11 +9 
June 23 64 13 +10 
July 34 61 5 +29 
August 31 60 9 +22 
September 19 71 10 +9 
October 22 62 16 +6 
November 25 56 19 +6 
January 2013 6 81 13 -7 
February 24 66 10 +14 
March 14 82 4 +10 
April 17 75 8 +9 
May 18 75 7 +11 
June 17 75 8 +9 
July 33 60 7 +26 
August 20 70 10 +10 
September 16 77 7 +9 
October 32 66 2 +30 
November 15 85 0 +15 
January 2014 27 70 3 +24 
February 33 61 6 +27 
March 23 68 9 +14 
April 18 76 6 +12 
May 26 72 2 +24 
June 38 57 5 +33 
July 44 53 3 +41 
August 24 67 9 +15 
September 34 63 3 +31 
October 12 74 14 -2 
November 29 59 12 +17 
January 2015 44 52 4 +40 
February 15 75 10 +5 
March 28 67 5 +23 
April 28 69 3 +25 
May 32 60 8 +24 
June 21 72 7 +14 
July 22 78 0 +22 
August 27 65 8 +19 
September 22 68 10 +12 
October 15 62 23 -8 
November 40 40 20 +20 
January 2016 26 65 9 +17 
February 22 64 14 +8 
March 23 68 9 +14 
April 26 65 9 +17 
May 40 50 10 +30 
June 27 53 20 +7 
July 20 62 18 +2 
August 31 53 16 +15 
September 29 54 17 +12 
October 26 61 13 +13 
November 26 70 4 +22 
January 2017 28 69 3 +25 
February 23 68 9 +14 
March 31 62 7 +24 
 



4 Investment Activity 
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January 2012 3 14 26 42 9 6 
February  4 4 32 45 11 4 
March 2 14 39 32 7 6 
April 8 12 37 31 8 4 
May 4 15 36 30 13 2 
June 13 14 29 27 14 3 
July 9 13 27 39 5 7 
August 3 15 41 23 12 6 
September 13 4 46 25 4 8 
October 5 13 40 24 13 5 
November 17 8 31 29 9 6 
January 2013 14 17 41 14 10 4 
February 6 6 34 23 25 6 
March 2 9 42 33 7 7 
April 0 11 33 35 11 10 
May 0 5 43 34 9 9 
June 6 3 37 37 11 6 
July 3 7 33 40 13 4 
August 10 3 32 45 7 3 
September 0 7 50 36 7 0 
October 0 6 47 33 6 8 
November 0 6 41 44 6 3 
January 2014 5 0 37 47 3 8 
February 0 14 33 39 6 8 
March 6 6 35 41 6 6 
April 6 6 18 46 18 6 
May 5 5 28 46 16 0 
June 7 3 28 47 9 6 
July 6 0 38 44 12 0 
August 5 0 47 38 5 5 
September 9 0 44 38 3 6 
October 16 6 31 25 19 3 
November 3 6 18 39 27 6 
January 2015 17 4 10 59 7 3 
February 8 8 13 38 23 10 
March 13 11 18 45 5 8 
April 0 8 28 42 17 5 
May 11 5 26 40 13 5 
June 8 5 33 46 5 3 
July 0 6 38 50 6 0 
August 5 13 31 36 13 2 
September 3 16 29 45 7 0 
October 6 9 31 28 23 3 
November 5 13 15 36 23 8 
January 2016 8 4 34 38 8 8 
February 8 14 27 24 19 8 
March 8 15 8 50 19 0 
April 9 9 17 39 26 0 
May 10 15 20 35 20 0 
June 0 28 20 27 20 5 
July 0 18 26 17 24 15 
August 8 8 15 23 46 0 
September 3 7 29 35 16 10 
October 3 16 24 41 11 5 
November 4 4 21 60 7 4 
January 2017 0 3 37 43 17 0 
February 5 0 27 54 0 14 
March 0 16 25 31 28 0 
Notes:  choice of statements in full: 
 All investment activity stopped 
 Investment plans deferred 
 

 Developing projects but not committing to 
them 

 Investing in all areas of the business 

 Investing in staff development and training 
but not capital investment 

 Other 

 
  



5 Capital Availability  
Month More Difficult About the same Easier Difficult / easier 

Balance 
 Working Investment Working Investment Working Investment Working Investment 
January 2012 21 27 68 70 11 3 -10 -24 
February 10 9 90 91 0 0 -10 -9 
March 11 10 83 86 6 4 -5 -6 
April 17 13 75 85 8 2 -9 -11 
May 17 18 78 78 5 4 -12 -14 
June 16 16 80 79 4 5 -12 -11 
July 11 7 87 87 2 6 -9 -1 
August 9 13 87 87 4 0 -5 -13 
September 13 9 81 89 6 2 -7 -7 
October 13 8 82 92 5 0 -8 -8 
November 14 10 82 84 4 6 -10 -4 
January 2013 21 18 75 75 4 7 -17 -11 
February 11 11 78 81 11 8 0 -3 
March 11 16 84 84 5 0 -6 -16 
April 17 15 77 83 6 2 -9 -13 
May 5 8 90 92 5 0 0 -8 
June 8 6 86 83 6 11 -2 +5 
July 3 0 90 93 7 7 +4 +7 
August 9 13 82 87 9 0 0 -13 
September 7 7 90 84 3 7 -4 0 
October 5 5 95 92 0 3 -5 -2 
November 6 3 91 91 3 6 -3 +3 
January 2014 8 3 73 86 19 11 +11 +8 
February 11 6 81 88 8 6 -3 0 
March 6 6 82 88 12 6 +6 0 
April 9 3 76 82 15 15 +6 +12 
May 15 15 72 75 13 10 -2 -5 
June 3 6 72 72 25 22 +22 +16 
July 3 3 78 87 19 10 +16 +7 
August 14 0 86 90 0 10 -14 +10 
September 6 3 86 89 9 9 +3 +6 
October 0 12 88 82 12 6 +12 -6 
November 12 9 79 79 9 12 -3 +3 
January 2015 7 4 90 86 3 10 -4 +6 
February 13 11 79 81 8 8 -5 -3 
March 11 14 86 83 3 3 -8 -11 
April 3 8 86 86 11 5 +8 -3 
May 5 5 84 90 11 5 +6 0 
June 5 13 92 82 3 3 -2 -8 
July 13 13 74 74 13 13 0 0 
August 16 14 81 78 3 8 -13 -6 
September 10 7 83 83 7 10 -3 +3 
October 6 6 83 85 11 9 +5 +3 
November 8 13 84 82 8 5 0 -8 
January 2016 19 18 81 77 0 5 -19 -13 
February 14 12 77 74 9 14 -5 +2 
March 11 4 81 81 8 15 -3 +11 
April 9 9 87 91 4 0 -5 -9 
May 10 11 75 78 15 11 +5 0 
June 8 12 87 80 5 8 -3 -4 
July 11 6 78 85 11 9 0 +3 
August 8 8 92 92 0 0 -8 -8 
September 10 7 90 90 0 3 -10 -4 
October 13 13 76 74 11 13 -2 0 
November 4 7 82 82 14 11 +10 +4 
January 2017 0 3 97 90 3 7 +3 +4 
February 0 0 90 80 10 20 +10 +20 
March 6 9 94 85 0 6 -6 -3 
 



Monthly change in confidence (%) 
2010 Jan Feb March April May June July August Sept Oct Nov 

Up  37 46 62 29 25 42 32 24 44 28 42 
Same  53 40 38 50 63 50 50 61 47 61 51 
Down 10 14 0 21 12 8 18 15 9 11 7 

Balance +27 +32 +62 +8 +13 +34 +14 +9 +35 +17 +35 
            
2011            

Up  46 45 48 14 23 39 24 18 28 15 19 
Same  48 53 46 51 58 56 50 58 60 70 70 
Down 6 2 6 35 19 5 26 24 12 15 11 

Balance +40 +43 +42 -21 +4 +34 -2 -6 +16 0 +8 
            

2012            
Up 32 43 32 22 16 11 16 18 25 31 20 

Same 62 49 66 62 64 60 51 58 56 53 71 
Down 6 8 2 16 20 29 33 24 19 16 9 

Balance +26 +35 +30 +6 -4 -18 -17 -6 +6 +15 +11 
            

2013            
Up 28 15 10 22 31 25 38 23 46 33 23 

Same 56 65 72 60 60 61 56 67 42 54 68 
Down 12 20 18 18 9 14 6 10 12 13 9 

Balance +16 -5 -8 +4 +22 +11 +32 +13 +34 +20 +14 
            

2014            
Up 46 38 31 31 38 35 27 15 31 32 24 

Same 45 57 61 58 48 55 62 62 59 46 61 
Down 9 3 8 11 14 10 11 23 10 22 15 

Balance +37 +35 +23 +20 +24 +25 +16 -8 +21 +10 +9 
            

2015            
Up 44 29 27 24 23 30 25 17 25 22 25 

Same 27 52 49 59 52 48 62 53 48 52 45 
Down 29 19 24 17 25 21 13 28 27 26 30 

Balance +15 +10 +3 +7 -2 +9 +12 -11 -2 -4 -5 
            

2016            
Up 23 22 23 33 26 28 23 25 35 45 41 

Same 54 57 59 54 48 37 47 63 47 42 52 
Down 23 21 18 13 26 35 30 12 18 13 7 

Balance 0 +1 +5 +20 0 -7 -7 +13 +17 +32 +34 
            

2017            
Up 36 28 35         

Same 52 66 56         
Down 12 6 9         

Balance +24 +22 +26         

 


